
Polychaeta

6 orders, 8 families, 10 genera, 11 species

Sampling periods: June 1976 to May 1978; February, May, and October 1980; December 1988,
March, June and September 1989; 2016

Out of the 13 documents reviewed in this category, only four studies specifically mention
polychaetes in the CGSM. The sampling periods covered were from June 1976 to May 1978,
February, May, and October 1980, and 2016. For details, refer to Table Polychaeta. These
studies reported a total of 11 species across 10 genera, 8 families, and 6 orders.

Table Polychaeta

Documents reviewed

Palacios, J. (1978), having taken samples from three stations located at the vertices of the
estuarine zone of the CGSM (Bocas, Santa Rosa, Islas Boquerón) from June 1976 to May 1978,
reported eight species and two genera of polychaetes, two of them on the roots of the mangrove
Rhizophora mangle, and eight alongside the oyster Crassostrea rhizophorae. Dueñas (1986),
having taken samples in February, May, and October of 1980 at the Barra Vieja, Mahoma, and
Boquerón stations in the northeastern part of the CGSM, confirmed the presence of Polydora
websteri, inhabiting the shells of the mangrove oyster Crassostrea rhizophorae in the Ciénaga
Grande de Santa Marta. An approximate density of 6 individuals per cm² was found on the shells
of commercial-sized oysters (5-8 cm) from oyster banks and the roots of the red mangrove
Rhizophora mangle. Hernández (1984) sampled oyster beds. Results are only available as cited
by Botero et. al (1988, table 15), reporting on Polydora websteri and Hydroides sp.; no sampling
dates provided. Reyes and Campos (1992) report on samples taken in December 1988, March,
June and September 1989 at six stations in the CGSM. They reported four species and one
genera. Dueñas, P. R. and Dueñas A. C. (2016), having taken samples (among others) in 2016
from the mangrove area of the Tasajera sector in the Ciénaga Grande de Santa Marta, recorded
the invasive species Branchiomma coheni, sharing the mangrove roots with other invertebrates.

According to R. Dueñas (pers. comm., 2023), the polychaetes can be attributed to the following
substrates:

On the roots of the mangrove Rhizophora mangle: Branchiomma nigromaculatum,
Branchiomma coheni, Parasabella microphthalma, Alitta succinea (reported as:
Neanthes succinea)

On the oyster banks of Crassostrea rhizophorae: Lepidonotus sp., Pareurythoe americana,
Polydora websteri, Sabellaria floridensis, Sabella melanostigma, Parasabella
microphthalma (reported as: Sabella microphthalma), Hydroides sp. (reported as:
Hidroides sp.), Loimia medusa

https://cgsm.cemarin.org/category/referencias/2-biotica/biodiversidad/animalia/polychaeta/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1-9LG8rFfyU5WNJ0WYuI3KLOGnSOy2Qh1FwIDngCV4fA/pubhtml?gid=952268480&single=true
https://cgsm.cemarin.org/blog/referencias/duenas-ramirez-p-r-1986-la-presencia/
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